
Serious Traffic Violations

Driver disqualifications and penalties:

Federal Motor Carriers Safety Administration

§383.51 Disqualification of drivers.

(c) Disqualification for serious traffic violations. Table 2 to §383.51 contains a list of the offenses and the periods for
which a driver must be disqualified, depending upon the type of vehicle the driver is operating at the time of the violation,
as follows:

Table 2 to §383.51

1Any individual who provides proof to the enforcement authority that issued the citation, by the date the
individual must appear in court or pay any fine for such a violation, that the individual held a valid CDL on
the date the citation was issued, shall not be guilty of this offense.

If the driver
operates a
motor
vehicle and is
convicted of:

For a second
conviction of any
combination of
offenses in this
Table in a
separate incident
within a 3-year
period while
operating a CMV,
a person required
to have a CDL
and a CDL holder
must be
disqualified from
operating a CMV
for

For a second conviction
of any combination of
offenses in this Table in
a separate incident
within a 3-year period
while operating a non-
CMV, a CDL holder
must be disqualified
from operating a CMV,
if the conviction results
in the revocation,
cancellation, or
suspension of the CDL
holder’s license or non-
CMV driving
privileges, for

For a third or
subsequent
conviction of any
combination of
offenses in this
Table in a separate
incident within a 3-
year period while
operating a CMV, a
person required to
have a CDL and a
CDL holder must
be disqualified
from operating a
CMV for

For a third or
subsequent conviction
of any combination of
offenses in this Table in
a separate incident
within a 3-year period
while operating a non-
CMV, a CDL holder
must be disqualified
from operating a CMV,
if the conviction results
in the revocation,
cancellation, or
suspension of the CDL
holder’s license or non-
CMV driving
privileges, for

(1) Speeding
excessively,
involving
any speed of
24.1 kmph
(15 mph) or
more above
the posted

60 days 60 days 120 days 120 days



speed limit.

(2) Driving
recklessly, as
defined by
State or local
law or
regulation,
including
but, not
limited to,
offenses of
driving a
motor
vehicle in
willful or
wanton
disregard for
the safety of
persons or
property.

60 days 60 days 120 days 120 days

(3) Making
improper or
erratic traffic
lane changes.

60 days 60 days 120 days 120 days

(4)
Following
the vehicle
ahead too
closely.

60 days 60 days 120 days 120 days

(5) Violating
State or local
law relating
to motor
vehicle
traffic
control (other
than a
parking
violation)
arising in
connection
with a fatal
accident.

60 days 60 days 120 days 120 days



(6) Driving a
CMV
without
obtaining a
CDL.

60 days Not applicable 120 days Not applicable

(7) Driving a
CMV
without a
CDL in the
driver’s
possession1.

60 days Not applicable 120 days Not applicable

(8) Driving a
CMV
without the
proper class
of CDL
and/or
endorsements
for the
specific
vehicle group
being
operated or
for the
passengers or
type of cargo
being
transported.

60 days Not applicable 120 days Not applicable


